
 
 

 My experience at the 2019 Student Leadership Conference at the United Nations was amazing. 

I learned so much during the preparation for this conference, as well as from the topics that I 

was exposed to throughout the preparations process. My eyes to various social issues worldwide 

have been opened. 

 

 Our theme for this year was Sustainable Development Goal number 6 - clean water and sanitation. Leading up to 

this wonderful conference, I and the other teens (some from Georgia the country and some from New York City ) 

met twice to craft the plan of action we would present to the United Nations Youth Envoy on the impact that climate 

change would have on access to clean water and sanitation. A few of us were selected as leaders by our peers. To my 

delight, I was voted as the morning chairperson. We shared our ideas with other satellite schools around the world 

(Saudi Arabia, Mexico, India, and the Philippines). In addition, we shared our possible solutions to global water 

pollution issues. 

 

Overall, my time at the United Nations was a great one. I was exposed to such a wonderful group of people who 

were committed to my success and who supported my role as the morning chairperson. I learned about the Roberts 

Rules of Order,  interacted with my peers for a variety of nations, and learned that we are all more alike than 

different. As this was my first year at the conference, I was a tad hesitant to run for chairperson; however, my 

conference mentors encouraged me to take a leap of faith on me. I am glad they did.  

 

SGAP Leaders sponsored my registration for the one-day conference which included two months of online research 

and teamwork with my peers via FaceBook, as well as a full day of preparation two days before the actual 

conference.  Ms. Michele Joseph - Regional Executive Director of SGAP Leaders was very reassuring and helpful 

throughout my preparation for the conference and also the actual day of the conference. Joe Soto - SGAP Leaders 

Program Lead encouraged me during the full day of preparation.  I am grateful for their support. Most importantly, I 

am so glad to have had this one-of-a-kind experience! 

 

If afforded the opportunity, I would return next year as a mentor for the younger students and help them create the 

perfect solutions to our global challenges. 

 

Zula Oliveira 

12th grader, Madison High School, NJ 

 

 

 


